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Background

 Indo-Caribbeans: East Indian Caribbean 
nationals with roots in India. (Williams, 
1970)

 Indentured servitude (period of 1838-
1917) result of abolition of slavery to meet  
labor demand. (Williams, 1970).

 Diaspora  also present in Barbados, 
Grenada and Jamaica. (Gosine, 2002)

Trinidad/Guyana/Suriname largest ethnic 
group; Multi-ethnic society; Afro-
Caribbean population concentrated in 
Brooklyn. (Bloomberg et al, 2013)



Background

Over 300,000 (including 
undocumented) Indo-Caribbeans residing 
in Queens (Verma, 2006;  Gosine, 2002).

3rd highest foreign-born population in 
NYC (not accounting for US-born);  50% 
of Guyanese; 40% of Trinidadian 
immigrants reside in NYC (Bloomberg, 
Burden & Shama, 2013).

NYC 51% of IP homicides foreign-
born; married immigrant women 
experience higher levels of 
physical/sexual violence 
(americanbar.org, 2013)

Primary anti-domestic violence NGO 
serving SA communities; received 675 
calls in 2008, 6% (43) from Indo-
Caribbean women.



Cultural Perspective & Immigrant Constraints

Marital violence in the context of alliance of 
families. (Abraham, 2000)

Traditional gender roles, moral & religious 
values, (Abraham, 2000) ethnic identity, 
(Haniff, 1999) family structure. 

Immigration status; isolation, dependence, 
insecurity (Das Dasgupta, 2005)

SA women fear losing children; burden of 
stigma; reinforced belief of not leaving 
family (Wilson, 1997)

Hesitance to disclose abuse; cultural view 
on privacy (Hi, 1990).

Countries of origin recent DV laws  but lack 
of enforcement due to silencing  of  issue. 
(Lazarus-Black, 2003)



Review of the Literature

Social problem undermined by 
justice system; limited data by 
courts, crisis centers, etc. (Hadeed & 
El-Bassel, 2006)

Loss of life prevalent within 
Afro/Indo-Caribbeans in Trinidad; 
80% housewives of Indian descent 
(Babb, 1997; Clark, 1995; Mondesire 
& Dunn, 1995).

Death by culture (Narayan, 2005) vs. 
'Third World' woman's victimization.

 Intersections: colonial/racist 
legacies, marginalization, capitalism 
etc. shapes 'culture'. Dominant 
structures of power impact 
immigrant experiences/cultural 
adaptation (Volpp, 2005)



Review of the Literature

Cultural differences between South Asian 
culture & diaspora (Dhruvarajan & 
Hussain, 2005)

Assimilation and multiculturalism (Suinn, 
Khoo, & Ahuna, 1995)

Minimal acculturation with mainstream 
South Asian or American society. 
(Hussain, 2005)



Significance of Research

Acknowledge South Asian diaspora & 
cultural acceptance of violence against 
women & other immigrant communities.

Lack of non profit organizations that  
serve Indo-Caribbeans.

 Initiate community response to  cultural 
changes to address DV.

Analyzing barriers.

 Immigrant woman's status as vulnerable; 
anti-immigrant sentiment/policies and 
access to services. (Das Dasgupta, 
2005).



Research Questions

How is cultural legitimization of 
domestic violence among Indo-
Caribbean immigrant women  addressed 
within the community?

 Is the community familiar with or aware 
of domestic violence services?

*What are Indo-Trinidadian women’s 
perceptions about partner violence in 
their community?



Methodology

 IRB approved August 20, 2009 (John 
Jay College (CUNY) Co-PI: Dr. Carmen 
Solis, DSW)

Community newspapers; obtaining entry 
into the community; direct participation 
& observation (McCall & Simmons, 
1969).

Recruitment: Jahajee Sisters (snowball 
sample)

Facebook Groups: Global Organization 
of People of Indian Origin (GOPIO), 
South Asian Youth Action (SAYA!), 
Rajkumari Cultural Center etc.

Research website established.

Twelve total interviews conducted.



Data Analysis

 Influenced by intersectionality & 
transnational feminist theory.

Exploratory analysis of possible trends 
and patterns.

 Interviews transcribed into Word files.

Multi-step coding procedure: 
pseudonyms (reflecting religious 
identity), demographic chart, pattern and 
content analysis (Patton, 1990) 
examining repeated phrases.

Deductive codes from overall data set 
and inductive codes (concepts/constructs 
that emerged from close consistent 
revision of the data) utilized.



Demographics 



Data Analysis 

Deductive Codes*: Divorce & Shame, 
Silence, Generational Gap, 
Awareness/Accessibility, Drug/Alcohol 
Issues.

*derived from overall themes of the 12 interviews

 Inductive Codes*: Labels, Social 
Tolerance, Immigration Status, 
Dominance/Dependency. 

*emerged from consistent themes within the 6 Indo-Trinidadian 
women’s interviews



Themes

Shame/Cultural Religious Taboos Surrounding Divorce:

Silence:



Themes

Generational Gap (Age)

Awareness of DV organizations:



Themes

Alcoholism:

:



Themes

Tolerance/Lack of Seriousness:

:



Themes

Dominance/Dependency:

:



Discussion/Findings 

Recognizing and ‘naming’ violence.

Shame/silence persist (culturally taboo 
outcomes including divorce) (Lazarus-
Black, 2003).

Alcohol/drug addiction as culprit.

 Inter-generational attitudes/tolerance.

Resistance: strategic navigation of 
cultural/structural conditions (Abraham, 
2005)

Male dominance & legal status; Male 
privilege reinforced by ethnic identity & 
moral values (Haniff, 1999); Lack of 
seriousness.

Deficient inaccessible services.



Limitations

Few social service organizations serving 
community; cultural exclusion from South 
Asian women's organizations (language & 
religious traditions).

Lack of literature on Indo-Caribbeans and 
inadequate data on IPV within this 
population.

Private community; access and the 
insider/outsider dynamic.

Silence and a ‘culture of reconciliation’ 
(Lazarus-Black, 2007).

Sample (college educated; involved in 
community activism; progressive/cultural 
orgs). Only 2 interviewees over 40; 
Generational differences (Hussain, 2005), 3 
Muslim women.



Future Directions

Male perceptions; denial, minimization, 
excuses and justification of violence 
(Sukhu, 2012).

Emotional abuse, sexual abuse, marital 
rape, health repercussions unaccounted for.

Religion and sanctity of marriage.

Elderly, Muslim and mixed-race Indo-
Caribbean women.

 Indo-Guyanese differences/similarities; 
distinctive, diverse needs of community. 
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